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Topics	

• Legal restrictions to contain the coronavirus - contrasting Japan with the U.S.	
• The role of Japanese customs and cultural norms in Japan's response	
• Prime Minister Abe's demand for an "emergency powers" clause in Japan's Constitution	
Japan’s Rate of COVID-19 infections is far lower than the US and other western countries. There is 
an ongoing debate over the reasons why. PM Abe’s emergency declaration, in effect from April 7 
through May 25, did not adopt penalties for non-compliance. Meanwhile, public health measures 
somehow became entangled in demands to revise Japan’s Constitution. We will sort through these 
issues and seek a deeper understanding of the state of Japan today.	

Speakers	

Lawrence Repeta has served as a lawyer, 
business executive, and law professor in 
Japan and the United States. He retired from 
the Meiji University law faculty in 2017. He 
has written widely on Japan law issues, 
especially related to constitutional rights and 
transparency in government. He is best 
known in Japan as the plaintiff in a suit that 
led to a 1989 Supreme Court judgment that 
opened Japan’s courts to public reporting. 
Larry is a graduate of the University of 
Washington School of Law and member of 

the Washington State Bar Association	

Leslie Helm began his career as Tokyo correspondent and 
then Boston bureau chief for Business Week.  He later 
returned to Tokyo as correspondent for the Los Angeles 
Times.  He has also been editor in chief of Washington 
CEO and, later, Seattle Business magazine.  He is the 
author of the family memoir: Yokohama Yankee: My 
Family’s Five Generations as Outsiders in Japan.  Helm 
received a BS in Political Science and an MA in Asian 
Studies at the University of California, Berkeley, and an MS 
in Journalism at Columbia University.	
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